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The release of Tom Speight’s debut
album has been a long time coming.
It was worth the wait. Collide has
earned the singer-songwriter a
legion of new fans and been
garlanded by critics.

“It's been so rewarding to finally
have Collide out there for people to
listen to. | loved making it and I'm
super thankful | got the chance to
release an album. | never imagined
seeing the cover on giant billboards
around London and for it to go to
number one in the indie charts [the
album topped the UK independent
album breakers chart on its release
in April]. Plus, the songs reached
two million monthly listeners. I'm
excited to finish touring the record
and then hopefully start aloum two.”
Tom (Music, 2009) toured the UK,
Europe and the USA promoting the
album which he released on his own
label.

June saw him make his Glastonbury
debut in the acoustic tent before
5,000 people in glorious sunshine.
In September, he opened for Emeli
Sandé in his hometown of Kingston
when she debuted her new album.

“I've been really lucky with people championing the songs. Banquet Records
have been one of my biggest supporters, they hosted Emeli


www.tomspeightmusic.com

Jurell makes waves in TV soap

As mysterious newcomer Nate Robinson, Jurell Carter has brought
havoc to Emmerdale. He’s romanced several of the village women,
including the wife of his estranged father, Cain Dingle, been in a bloody
fight with Cain and almost died in an explosion on board a boat.

The 2016 Acting graduate has also caused quite a stir offscreen. He’s been
nominated for Best Newcomer at both the Inside Soap Awards (won by
Maureen Lipman) and the National Television Awards.

Jurell, who is from Leicester, joined the ITV show in March. He is relishing
getting his teeth into the high-profile role of Nate and enjoying life on the
soap.

“l genuinely couldn’t have had a better team. It feels like I'm among a big
extended family rather than a big show. “Depending on your character
storyline it can be very full-on, during a busy week you can be doing 12-
hour days consistently. Because you work so intensely with the same
people, you gain that rapport and trust with one another.”



It's been a landmark year for Kristine
Berget. A video she appeared in
clocked up a staggering 13 million
views on YouTube and she performed
at the Barbican in London. She also
took part in Tilt Grow, a scheme in her
native Norway to help young dancers
develop as artists.

The performance that reached millions
of viewers was the official video for
Florence + the Machine’s Big God.
Kristine (Dance, 2015) was one of eight
dancers chosen after six hours of
auditioning for the routine,
choreographed by the celebrated
Akram Khan and Florence Welch. The
dancers, dressed in diaphanous
costumes, move with Florence on
water, evoking witchcraft and old
religions.

Kristine’s appearance at the Barbican
in February was with award-winning
hip-hop company Boy Blue
Entertainment. She joined the
company in 2016, after attending their
annual open audition. “Project
R.E.B.E.L. was very challenging both
physically and mentally, as it is a hard
show to perform, but it was also
incredibly rewarding. We performed it
three times at the Barbican to standing
ovations.”

That same month, the 27-year-old
auditioned for Tilt Grow and was one
of ten successful dancers taken on to
the project, run by Panta Rei Danse
Teater.

The dancers receive
training to help them
grow as dance artists,
including leadership
skills, with each
participant assigned a
mentor to support their
journey. The project
culminated in a tour of
performances and
community dance events.
“I ran a dance activity
with both a nursery
school and a home for


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kIrRooQwuk

Captain of the Kit Kat Club Stage doors
open for Kate

“I've found myself controlling
remote-control geese in a Christmas
panto, buying military grade
handcuffs at the Young Vic and even
lending my voice at Park when we
needed another Canadian accent.
The ability to be flexible and respond
to each new show is what keeps my
job so interesting.
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Career launch
from 20 Stories
High

Shortly after she graduated in
2018, Stephanie Peet’s career in
community theatre took off — with a
little help from two Liverpool theatre
companies. Steph was one of 13
successful applicants to ‘Launch’, a
professional development
programme for emerging theatre
makers on Merseyside. The scheme
was run by 20 Stories High and
Unity Theatre and funded by Arts
Council England.

Participants attended Launch
Academy, six months of weekly
workshops covering everything from
finance and marketing to design and
producing your own work.

“Lots of professionals came in to
share their experience of the
industry. The sessions helped build
our confidence. We explored how to
carry ourselves as professionals and
make people listen to what we have
to say.”

The scheme also offered those taking
part the opportunity to apply either
for an opening as a freelance
facilitator or for project funding.
Steph was thrilled to be offered the
facilitator post with 20 Stories High.
The Applied Theatre and
Community Drama graduate worked
with the company’s youth theatre
and young actors company. She also
ran projects in schools including one
about consent and a six-week
beatboxing programme alongside a
professional beatboxer.

This summer the theatre offered
Steph a further contract, providing
mental health support to a group of
12 young people travelling to
Germany to take part in youth
theatre festival, Europefiction.
Steph, 25, from South Africa, is
currently writing a play about the
experience of refugees travelling to
this country. Working alongside the
refugee community, she is aiming to
change the British public’s
perception of war and refugee
status.


www.dombeken.com

First class post

How does the world sound to someone with dementia? Using audio to
create an insight into the mind of someone affected by the condition was the
challenge facing Harry Tulley when he worked on recent BBC One drama
Care.

The TV movie, written by Jimmy McGovern, starred Sheridan Smith and
Alison Steadman. “My role in this show was sound effects editor, which
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